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• on or cook whose early training has been 
A skilled artisa ^ exer cised their minds upon the ^ 
that they ha ye t and government, of history, literal 

Pr ° mseUom see beyond the mater, al product of , heir ' 
urt) will se * a icate their art and make boys into carp emp 

•»« *'y™ not t" M e spirit 

° rP r earnestly hope that ad.es and gentlemen who have 
f ' , The advantages of a liberal education may take up as 

e ” JOy few have already done, this new and difficult task of 
S0, T, „ the tree of knowledge on the tree of life. I h 
T n the present wave of morbid sentimentalism subside,' 
.Tat many local charities which are now devoted to antiquated' 
d useless purposes may be devoted to establishing technical 
schools for girls and women, in which the utilitarian training 
shall not be divorced from formative studies. Ihere is need 
of men and women who will devote themselves to educational 
work of this kind. It will be largely a work of self-sacrifice. 
There is little recompense of reward in it, whether in a 
pecuniary way or in respect of honour or glory. To follow 
the beaten track and supply the demand of the current 
market is far more lucrative to the producer than making 
fresh experiments, which, like all valuable experiments, though 
they are fruitful whether they succeed or fail, often do fail. 
Nevertheless, those who apply themselves earnestly to this 
work may have the satisfaction which Schiller says comes to 
all great-minded people, that they are living for posterity. 

Miss Mason said that Mr. Rooper’s suggestions seemed 
to offer a magnificent programme for the future of the 
Society, in giving to men and women a living teaching on 
living principles instead of a divorce between the knowledge 
we get and the life we lead. 

Mrs. Anson wished to know how the work could 
practically taken up. , , 

Mr. Rooper thought this might be done by indivi u a 
efforts on the part of members to influence the oU 
Council. 
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Miss Blogg then spoke on 


THE ORGANIZATION & WORK OF THE UNION. 

Miss Blogg said that a great deal had been heard of the 
work of the Union as it deals with the question of education 
from the ethical point of view, and that she would endeavour 
to show how these principles were carried out in practice. 
Through contact with many people who think that the work 
of the Union is “ all in the air,” and knowing also the 
wonderful way in which it has actually developed, Miss 
Blogg found that it was to her that suggestions for further 
developments and “enlargement of the borders” generally 
came, though the adoption or delay of new lines of thought and 
action was finally determined by the Executive Committee. 
As to the agencies already in existence : — 

The Natural History Club had already been discussed. 

“ The Library” said Miss Blogg, “should be more used 
than it is at present. Branch secretaries, and members, too, 
do not seem to be aware of its use, and that there are about 
four hundred books on its shelves to be borrowed, all of 
which have been carefully chosen by a committee. The 
Library is free to all members, and the books may be kept 
for a month, or longer if necessary. Branch secretaries may 
borrow a certain number of books and lend them to their 
members. This is an excellent way of establishing a Branch 
Reading Circle.” 

The Office. “ People do not seem to realise,” continued 
Miss Blogg, “ the necessity of the Office. I myself cannot 
see how over 2,000 members can be held togethtr without 
some central agency, and for those who are unattache to 
any branch and feel themselves very remote, it is the only 
means of keeping in touch with the Union and its wor 
There are over a hundred of such members, and ma T> a 
come to the Conference for the purpose of hearing w a 
Union is doing ; to them the Central Office is a sort of head 
and a means by which they can come in contac w . 
actual workers of the Union, who might ot erwis 
for ever as printed names in the Parents Rme^ and it 
encourages them to continue their members ip that 

the comparatively little advantage it brings them , 
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f the Office. It is also wanted i n m 
this is ? ne J e for instance, as a general meeting-pi^ 
practical \vay , solute ly necessary. You cannot fo„ 

r c °rz:: •*-. 

",°fr the formation and organization of new branches 
'’“So gh Ao other agencies of the Union/- said *£ 
Risen • do not come directly under my work, I indirect!, 
D t dea j about them. 

h6 «‘ Thework at The House of Education is in Miss Mason's 
n hands • but on all sides, from parents and teachers, I 
never hear anything about it but what is most gratifying. 
One of the students said that she could not thank me 
enough for telling her of it ; that it was as much and more 
than I had told her. We all feel that it rests mainly with 
the students of the House of Education to carry on the work 
and principles of the Union in the future, because by virtue 
of their training they are more capable of spreading its 
principles than anyone else. To the students above every- 
one else, those most concerned in the welfare of the Union 
must look for enthusiasm and support. 

“ The Parents’ Review School is carried on by means of cor- 
respondence, and there are three hundred children working 
on these lines. Many parents have told me that the home 
schoolroom would have been impossible without the definite 
programme of work, the list of books, and the time tables, 
which have been of the greatest assistance, and for which 
both they and many teachers are deeply grateful to 
Miss Mason. 

“ The Mothers Educational Course has existed over two 
years, and includes about eighty mothers, who voluntarily 
give up a certain time to study the subject of education, 
and have found the definite work arranged for them of th® 
greatest assistance, and also of the deepest interest in their 
lesponsible task of training and educating. 

“ The Art Club for elder children, over 16 years of age, has 
been lately started, under Miss Stewart Wood ; the young® 
ones still working under Mrs. Steinthal’s guidance. J 

chHrVh a ^f S carr ying on the art teaching commence 

ood will, of course, be quite obvious.” f s 

to whi w °? g n ° W turned to the subject of capitation f J 
which she noted the great objection on the pa* 
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secretaries. She pointed out that funds were needed for the 
important work done at the Central Office, and that it was 
n0 t too much to ask local secretaries to subscribe. There 
were many ways in which the Office could help secretaries 
in return— by supplying lecturers, for instance, answering 
letters from members, giv ing information, and lending books. 

Miss Blogg said that she was pleased to notice the interest 
taken in the work of the Union by outsiders and abroad. 

“ I have letters,” she added, “from all parts. There are 
many people willing to start branches all over the world, 
an d I have sent leaflets, magazines, etc., to Canada, India, 
Germany, trance, etc. I have been greatly interested in the 
formation of the ‘National Union of Mothers’ at Washington. 
The need of some definite teaching on questions of education 
has evidently been felt by American mothers, and it is very 
curious to note how extraordinarily similar are the problems * 
which agitate the minds of thoughtful mothers on the other 
side of the Atlantic to those which have called for pressing 
discussion and exposition among the various branches of the 
P.N.E.U.” 

In conclusion, Miss Blogg assured the members that both 
she and the Committee found their greatest pleasure in 
assisting them, either on difficult points or in increasing 
the work of the Union. 


At the Secretaries’ Meeting, Wednesday, May nth, Mrs. 
Roscoe Mullins raised a question, the answer to which, was 
postponed as not belonging to the business of the meeting. 
She asked why we frequently spoke of P.N.E.U. thought, 
rather than of general educational thought r 

Miss Mason replied on Friday morning in the hour 
devoted to general discussion. She gave a brief summ y 
°f the papers she had read on the first two ays o 
Conference, in order to show that, though no thought ca 
be claimed as “ original ” in this advanced age of the wo , 
a nd though the same thought occurs at the same m 
ma ny minds, under the influence of what is commot > 
the Zeitgeist fthoue-h some of us may prefer another na j 
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. tests Which She had ventured to indicate, and h^ 
the fit every point by some years of practical ap D f g f 
proved at .^.4 p.N.E.U. thought” was distinct^ *! l0t 
she claime important that the members of the P v Alis 

'ecognize and upho.d their distinctive 4^ 
* educational practice that rests upon it ; f„ r : °», 


“tdtXTEngiand is defective, it is so, perhaps, * 
nis a patchwork of methods belonging to various and 
dmes opposed and contrary systems of psychology. £ 
Mason concluded by saying, I hope I have satisfied 
lA1 do mean something by * the P.N.E.U.’ 


friends that we 


Mr ROOPKR said that it was very hard to say anythin 
new about education, but the application of the principle, 
expressed by Miss Mason was new and the P.N.E.U. had 
done much to accomplish this. It was very important to 
remember that the Society deals with principles which are 
constantly growing, and as the sciences grow the principles 
should be modified. “ I think,” continued Mr. Rooper, “that 
those who have drawn up the principles have been wise in 
leaving them very general. There is a great desire for 
definition, but it hinders progress in important matters. 
Education is an associative science and has branches 
spreading in all directions.” 

Sir Vincent Barrington thanked Mr. Rooper and Miss 
Mason on behalf of the meeting for their most interesting 
addresses. 

Mrs. Franklin added a few words on the question ot 
capitation fees and organization. She gave her testimony 
to the fact that the P.N.E.U. was a living Society with vital 
principles and teaching, and said the quiet but continue 
growth of the Society must prove this effectually- Sheca 
the attention of those present to the fact that time had 
fL t ^ e mornin g’s proceedings for the discussion 

1 c Mties, &c., and many valuable questions were t en 
to her. 

The Chairman then called on Mrs. Rowntree to re- 
her paper. 
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Mrs. Rowntree then read a paper on 

THE STARTING OF A P.N.E.U. BRANCH AND 
THE BEST MEANS OF VITALIZING THE SAME. 


She said : Some eight years ago, Miss Mason requested 
the then Archdeacon of Scarborough to allow her to give an 
address in his schoolroom. The meeting was not well ad- 
vertised, and only a limited number knew of it. Those who 
would most have welcomed a visit from Miss Mason, and who 
knew her through the pages of Home Education , had to 
content themselves with a report second-hand. 

But at that meeting specimen copies of the Parents’ Review 
were given away, and one copy was brought home to a 
lady, who at once became an ardent reader of its pages, 
who has educated her five children on P.N.E.U. lines 
and who has been (more than anyone else) the means of 
spreading its influence amongst others. 

From this small beginning others saw the paper and began 
reading it, until after four years there were in Scarborough 
fifteen readers of the Parents Review. It was from this small 
circle of influence that the branch was started. 

A member, who thought there would be a great advantage 
in being linked on to the Central Branch, invited these ladies 
to meet at her house, and over a cup of afternoon tea the 
scheme was propounded of having a Branch in Scarborough. 
This group of ladies made themselves into an informal 
Committee, engaged the drawing-room of a central hote , 
sent out invitations from the readers of the Patents e '!^' 
and invited Mrs. Steinthal to address the meeting. e 
Bishop of Hull took the chair and there were upwards o /O 


present. . . . j 

It is needless to say that the address was inspir g 
convincing. Names were taken for membership and t 
following day the officers and committee, were chosen. Fro 
«ha, ,i ml OU r Ura nch has steadily grown. We have about 85 
members and have just completed our fourth ^ essl °" u _ 
I have gone thus far into detail with a e m e h 

i. To show how small were the steps out of which 
BrnnrVi 





